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In "Reunion" I decided to distill cultural
diversity down to one very simple idea: the
generosity of sharing. Depicted are people
giving and receiving cultural presents.
"Reunion" was painted in a public gallery
at the Van Andel Museum Center in
Grand Rapids. The title was suggested by
a custodian, who talked to me about my
art for a few minutes almost every day.
In the end I realized that he had as much
invested in the painting as I did, and so
gladly accepted his suggestion of a title for
the painting.
Ed Wong-Ligda

I hope you enjoy this issue of Grand Valley Review as we
turn the spotlight on liberal education. In a time when
our state is emphasizing the advantages-economic and
otherwise-of a vast increase in the number of college
graduates, I welcome any discussion that reminds us
of the demands and the benefits of high standards,
standards that I hope will never be compromised by
a quota.
In the symposium that opens the issue, you will
find voices from a variety of disciplines, all providing
illuminating perspectives on the definitions, the possibilities, and the challenges of a liberal education. As
more buildings pop up and our campuses become more
far-flung, in cyberspace and in real space, a forum like
this becomes even more valuable. If you have a response
to any of the material, please join the discussion by
submitting a letter to the editor so we might run it in
the next issue.
I must say I found the process of arranging this issue
quite enjoyable; really, with works that prominently
reference Elvis, Star Trek, and Frog and Toad, how
could one go wrong?
I am particularly pleased to showcase the beautifully
textured paintings ofEd Wong-Ligda accompanied by
his comments on each work. These nine images can only
begin to give the flavor of the breadth and complexity
ofhis work, and I'm looking forward to seeing his commission honoring the 45th anniversary of GVSU.
I would also like to thank Amanda Mitchell for her
contribution to the symposium. She represents the kind
of student who makes all of our efforts worthwhile.
Thanks to the distinguished participants in Poetry
Night, Rita Dove and Charles Wright, for agreeing to
share their work in G VR; I am also indebted to N aeeem
Murr and Dean Rader for their like generosity.
Submissions will be accepted on a continuing basis.
We welcome any work that reflects the broad interests
of our campus community. For the upcoming issue we
are particularly interested in submissions (symposiumlength and longer) that address the topic ofTeaching
and Studying Internationally. Submit work by campus
mail to my office in LSH 102 or as an email attachment
to havenc@gvsu.edu.
-Chris Haven, Editor
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